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“A Gold(en) Moment!”

Throughout the month of February I’ve enjoyed watching
NBC’s coverage of the Winter Olympics. There’s so many
intriguing story lines: the struggles & successes of Mikaela
Shiffrin & Nathan Chen, Norway’s Attacking Vikings, the
coming together of North & South Korea, etc. But there’s
one storyline in particular that I’d like to share with you
today. It’s the story of Aljona Savchenko.
Pairs figure skater Savchenko was born in Ukraine, in 1984,
and competed in her first Olympic competition in 2002, at
the Salt Lake City Games, for her home country. That year,
Savchenko and her partner came in 15th place. In 2003, she
moved to Germany, and competed in the 2006, 2010 and
2014 Olympic games for Germany with a new partner. After
winning her second bronze at the 2014 games in Sochi, she
thought her time was up. But after finding a new partner in
Bruno Massot, Savchenko made the trip to Pyeongchang
determined to make her fifth Olympics her best ever.
After the first round of the pairs figure skating competition,
Savchenko and Massot were in fourth place. As the
Washington Post put it, "her hopes for an Olympic gold
medal should have been dashed." After the first round,
Massot was demoralized. He said, "It was hard for me, but
Aljona was there for me. She said: 'It is not finished. We still
have the free program to come. I got the gold medal in my
head.”
When the duo woke up for the second round of the Olympic
competition, the free program, they both were determined to
make the impossible happen. And what happened next was
nothing short of remarkable. Savchenko didn’t give up. She
continued to fight…and skate. That afternoon Savchenko
and Massot aced their performance and received a score of
159.31. That score was enough to surpass China’s five-point
lead, put themselves in first place and set a world record. It
was in Pyeongchang, that the 34-year-old Savchenko won
her first gold medal.

As I thought about this story and these Olympics, I thought
about Jesus and how He came to be our Champion. Jesus
came to deliver us from our sin, release us from the power
of death, and to conquer the devil. Hebrews 2:14-15, says,
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood,
(Jesus) himself partook of the same things, that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, and deliver all those who though fear of
death were subject to lifelong slavery.” When Jesus was
dying on the cross, it looked like our hope for victory would
be dashed. Just before he died, Jesus spoke. He said, “It is
finished.” (John 19:30)
Notice Jesus didn’t say “I am finished.” Look again—he
said, “IT is finished.” The “it” stands for Jesus’ work of
atonement. Through Jesus’ death, mankind has been united,
we have been reconciled to God. And what happened next is
nothing short of amazing! Three days later, Jesus is alive! In
his resurrection, you and I are made champions! Jump up
and down, hoot and holler, hug and high five those near
you! Let these words sink into your very being: You and I
are CHAMPIONS over sin, death, and the power of Satan.
We definitely don’t deserve it. God looks so favorably on
you and me because of the love and mercy shown in the
death and resurrection of His Son.
We may not have a gold medal, but we have something
better—We have a Savior! 1 Corinthians 15:54b-57
declares that because of Jesus, “death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is
your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
If you’ve watched the Olympics, you’ll know that after each
competition, the gold, silver, and bronze winners stand
Continued on next page
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“A Gold(en) Moment!” continued
together at the podium. The national anthem of the
winner’s country is then played on a loud speaker. Picture
the day where, because of Jesus, we will be gathered in
heaven with the angels and the saints of God singing
together, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty…”
(Rev. 4:8) What a day that will be! But until that day, we
can celebrate the victory we have in Jesus, not just in our
heads, but let’s hold it close to our hearts.
Congrats champ! The victory is yours in Jesus. You’re a
winner! Let’s celebrate!
See you in church,
~Pastor Matt

“Food Shelf News”

It was my suggestion that our Church support another
mission during our Lenten season, only because I
thought we could better serve the Spencerport Food
Shelf at a different time. We still need your support
for individual items during the year and will still need
your support when we do have our food drive. I
apologize if I gave anyone the wrong idea.
Your Food Shelf Rep,
Carlynn Gebhardt

Spencerport Ecumenical Food Shelf
The Food Shelf serves those in need of food and
household supplies in Ogden and South Parma.
If you, or someone you know is in need,
please call for assistance at 585-277-4917
Monday – Friday between 9AM and 5PM

Pre-School News

Hello from Trinity Christian Preschool!

It’s hard to believe we are more than half way through
our school year! Our friends in the 3-year-old class
are finishing up learning their shapes and will be
starting to learn their numbers. They are also hard at
work learning how to use scissors. Our 4-year-old
class continues to learn their letters and numbers
along with learning how to write their last names.
Kindergarten will be here before they know it!

We have openings in both our 3 and 4-year-old classes
for the 2018-2019 school year. If you know anyone
looking for a great preschool, please tell them about
us.
We can be reached at 352-3143 or at
Trinitypreschool1@yahoo.com.
Lastly, we want to let you know how much we
appreciate your very generous donation.
Your
continued support of our school blesses us in so many
ways. It allows us to provide the kids with many
wonderful experiences such as purchasing new toys,
going on field trips, and having awesome class picnics
at the end of our school year. Thank you!
God’s Blessings,
Jodi Blank, Laurie Butts and Betty Kelley

Trinity Women

Trinity Women’s March 12th meeting featured a movie
called Facing the Giants. Great movie, great message.
Our next meeting will be on April 9th at 6:30 pm.

We are continually adding new books that have been
donated by our members. Take a moment and look at
our new book shelf. We are sure you will see
something that you will enjoy reading. Our newest
additions are:
Klem Watercrest The Lighthouse Keeper, by
Trinity's own Jay Diedreck. Jay has written a
delightful book about a small town in Maine and their
interesting characters.
Big-Hearted People, by Randy Schum donated
by Marlene Markham. Marlene describes this as a
resource for Christian living.

All women of Trinity are part of our ladies group and
we encourage you to come and help us share the love
of God through mission work, here and around the
world.
Hope to see you there! -Debbie Vernam, Secretary

Quilting Needs

The Quilters are looking for donations of cotton or
cotton blends material to continue making quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. All and any donations that you
can give are appreciated.
Thank you, Ellie Graupman and Ginny O’Keefe

Visit Our Home Bound . . .
or give them a call on the phone or send a card.
Above all, remember them in your prayers:

We just wanted to update everyone on the youth group’s
quest to head to the National Youth Gathering. Our group
currently has eight youth that are working towards
attending the gathering. The group has enjoyed our
fundraising activities as well as serving opportunities and
some fun group events. These kids include Nick Frey,
Nathan Micillo, Alex Ingham, Ryan Nordstrom, Ali Reigle,
Laura Reigle, Ethan Rivers, Emily Sylvester.

We have done some research with other groups who have
had experience traveling to national youth gatherings to
come up with our budget for planning purposes. We are
planning that each youth will need $1300-$1500. This will
include registration, travel (flight), housing, food, and cost
for some district events. So to consider our group of eight
youth our total goal for fundraising is $10,400-$12,000. We
will need to pay out our first expenses for registration this
fall.
We have been so blessed with how supportive you as a
congregation and families have been at all of our
fundraising efforts. We are over half way to our goal and
our total to date we have towards the goal is $6,590.
We will continue to have some new and interesting
fundraisers coming up and thank you again for being so
willing to support these young people. The theme of the
gathering is Real.Present.God and we have learned that the
verse that will be the center of the bible study for the
gathering is Psalm 46. Please read it when you have a
chance; what a message it is for teenagers in today’s world.
Verse 10 “Be still and know that I am God.”

Pastor’s Office Hours
Pastor Matt will be available in the church office Tuesdays
and Wednesdays from 9:00AM to 1:00PM. Appointments
may be made during the office hours or you may phone or
text Pastor on his cell phone at 585-730-1183.

Dorothy Ayers
Jack Dodgson
Marie Feldmann Marlene Markham
Robert Schroeder



Words of Appreciation

To Our Trinity Family,

Thank you so much for all the prayers, calls and cards I
have received these past months. Your support has been
a great Blessing to Linda and me.
I am making progress and, although not there yet, I
know I can count on God, my healer and comforter, and
on the support of a great Church family!
Thank you again,
Rick Behrens

Sunday School

On Palm Sunday the children made risen rolls in honor
of our Savior rising from the tomb on Easter morning.
If you have never tried these rolls here is the recipe ~
they are easy and fun to make and a great way to
visual show children the story of Easter.
Allrecipes.com calls them Resurrection Rolls

Ingredients:
1 (10 oz) can refrigerated crescent dinner rolls
8 large marshmallows
¼ cup melted butter
2 tablespoons ground cinnamon
2 tablespoons white sugar

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C).
Lightly grease a baking sheet.
Separate crescent rolls into individual triangles.
In a small bowl, mix together cinnamon and sugar.
Dip a marshmallow into melted butter, then roll in
sugar mixture. Place marshmallow into the center of a
dough triangle. Carefully wrap the dough around the
marshmallow. Pinch the seams together tightly to seal
in marshmallow as it melts. Place on a baking sheet.
Repeat.
Bake in a preheated oven until golden brown, about
15 minutes.
Allow rolls to cool, and break them open to see the
empty center. Then eat them!

Voters’ Assembly
Report from the Nominating Committee
Annual Election of Officers
th

Sunday, April 29
11:45AM

Congregational Meeting
and Pot Luck Dinner
On Sunday, April 29th, after the 10:30AM service we
will have a congregational meeting to elect our new
officers and board members for the 2018-2019
calendar year. There will be a sign-up sheet for food
and people. I hope you are able to attend and vote for
our new officers and enjoy some fellowship too.

If you are interested in volunteering for any of the
officer or board positions, please see me (Cathy),
Marilyn McMullen or Pastor Matt.
Cathy DeConinck
Church Council President

News from Natalie:
Serving the Lord in the
Dominican Republic
One Month as a Missionary
I have officially been a deployed LCMS missionary in
the field for a month. A single word I would use to
describe my time in the Dominican Republic thus far
would be 'new'. I have a new home, new coworkers,
new friends, I'm learning a new language, new forms
of transportation, and new foods. In all of the change,
one thing surely remains the same, and it is that Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. No matter
where I am, no matter where you are, He goes with
and before us. The Father, Healer, Comforter,
Redeemer and friend to each one of us who's faith is in
Him.
I continue orientation as a new missionary with
Spanish and Culture classes each week, take part in
team meetings, and dedicate time to supporting LCMS
Disaster Response efforts in Puerto Rico so that our
missionaries and evangelists there can further
continue our long-term plan to bring mercy and the
gospel.

April Anniversaries

Congratulations and God’s Blessings to:
6 – Dave & Pam May
13 – Rick & Debra McCarthy
19 – Ron & Bev Lillie
23 – Bill & Carlynn Gebhardt
23 – Jack & Carol Stehm
24 – Ray & Marilynn Cubitt
25 – Mitch & Mary Frey
27 – Dave & Jenny Green

April Birthdays

Best Wishes and God’s Blessings to the following:
1 – Chris Lillie
5 – Jonathan O’Keefe
7 – Ryan Ingham
8 – Juliana Zastawrny
9 – Bill Rutter
10 – Kristen Sandow
11 – Kristen Sylvester
13 – Jerry Ernsthausen
15 – Irene Norton
15 – Ken Kofod
18 – Pam May
19 – Jackie Christenson
21 – Nancy Goehring
21 – Chase Shepanski
22 – Fran Boatman
24 – Bethany Canaday
24 – Steve Suydam
24 – Beth Murrer
25 – Fred Maisel
25 – Alison Reigle
27 – Emily Thousand
27 – Hannah Thousand
29 – Debbie McCarthy
30 – Ginny O’Keefe

Please mark your calendar!
May 2017 Triune Deadline
Friday, April 13

Living Our
Mission Statement

. . . reaching out to the community by acts of caring

A Stewardship Moment
FEAR

Gavin goes to camp, he loves to go to camp, and he loves the
experience of camp. As he is moving throughout the camp
he hears snippets of conversation about animal sightings
but the messages are confusing and he is more focused on
the camp experience. Day 4 arrives and the level of
excitement ratchets up because that is the day of the camp
out and the S’more gluttony festival. 50 boys march
through the woods until they come to this beautiful clearing
perfect for a campsite, they gather wood and build fires
which seemed like the natural thing to do. It is now time for
dinner and food cooked over a fire is so unsophisticatedly
elegant, it is difficult to describe. The crowning glory for
this meal though is “S’mores” and more “S’mores” until both
the internal reaches and the external surfaces of each of
these boys are satiated with S’mores. It is time to set up the
sleeping, some boys brought tents, some actually brought
hammocks but Gavin planned to sleep under the stars. He
threw out the tarp and he and his friend laid out their
sleeping bags and prepared for bed. Nights in the woods
can be very quiet and they laid there in the silence only a
short time when Gavin’s friend reports hearing something
but Gavin retorts, “yah a cricket everything is fine”. Only a
bit latter one of the other boys reports that he too has heard
a strange noise and it’s about that time Gavin also hears this
strange noise. It is time to consult a higher authority and
the counselors are engaged. Soon they hear this noise but it
is much louder and seems nearer, they appear a little
alarmed but two of them volunteer to investigate and start
walking towards the sound with flashlights a short time
elapses and one of the counselors returns exclaiming, “The
bear got Mark”. At that point the boys went from
apprehension to terror and while the counselors were
excited they decided to go in mass to rescue Mark telling the
boys to stay by the fire and “Do not be afraid” yeh right. The
counselors returned periodically anxious and excited some
even with blood on them. The boys were unable to discern
what was happening but they too were agitated almost to
the extent of hysteria. After some time past all the
counselors returned exclaiming that the bear had left and
all was well, mysteriously Mark also was back and seemed
quite well. The boys were not and consequently spent the
rest of the night in front of the fire which had now grown to
a 20 foot inferno, certainly a fire of that dimension would
discourage a bear from coming near. When morning
arrived the counselors revealed that the whole thing was a
joke and that there never was a bear but for the boys the
event was just too real for them to accept that and some
even said they had seen the bear.
Fear is debilitating and in a chronic state of fear you become
paralyzed but Franklin Roosevelt said that “Fear” was really
the only thing we should fear and it is true that if you are
living in fear you should be afraid but only of the fear you
are living in which can destroy your rationality, decision
making ability and even end your life.
We see in (Matthew 8:23-27) how the disciples dealt with
fear as Jesus herded them into the boat headed to the
Gerasenes and when the storm came up their motto was,
“the only thing we have to fear is Everything” and that is
when they exclaimed to Jesus, “We’re going to drown” to
which He responded by questioning their faith and making

the storm go away. Another boat ride (Matthew 14:22-33)
revealed that they hadn’t learned a lot only this time Jesus
left them alone in the boat and it was not until they had
struggled all night that just before dawn he arrived strolling
across the water which had to be truly fear inspiring since it
isn’t often you see anyone walking on water, apparently
impetuous Peter was the only brave one and actually got
out of the boat to walk with Jesus and briefly did just that,
as Peter and Jesus got back into the boat the storm was over
and fear subsided.
Finally (Matthew 26) Jesus revealed the betrayal to His
disciples and explains what His absence will be like (John
15:18-16:33). Even though He said, “take heart! I have
overcome the world” at this point they had to be terrified,
since Jesus was the only reason that all of them weren’t in
jail by that time. They even questioned Him as to who
would be so foolish to do a thing like that and even
impetuous Peter when he was told of his denial, exclaimed
that he would die with Him. As Jesus predicted, once the
soldiers dragged Him away to Caiaphas all the Disciples
went into hiding except for John and Peter and we all know
what Peter did at this point (Matthew 26:69-75). Only the
ladies were specifically reported as being at the cross along
with the mysterious “Apostle Whom Jesus Loved” were
present at the cross.
It wasn’t really until Jesus materialized in the room that the
disciples were cowering behind locked doors in that things
changed. Amazingly, even though Jesus had spent 3 years
with these men it wasn’t until the 40 days that He spent
with them after His resurrection that they finally got what
Jesus’ mission really was and how they fit into that
mission(a prime example of, “If it weren’t for the last
minute nothing would get done”). After the distribution of
the “Holy Spirit” they became emboldened even to speak in
languages that they didn’t know (Acts 2:14-47).
Suddenly they had lost the fear factor that had embraced
their whole time with Jesus and they were praising God
regularly for that and other things. There is no better
example of that than in (Acts 5:25-45). The disciples were
called before the same authorities who only a short while
ago had Jesus executed and now those same people are
threatening the apostles with the same fate if they persist in
teaching of the messiahship of Jesus. Peter, the same guy
who denied Jesus in fear of his life is now standing up to the
these authorities and actually accusing them of Jesus’ death,
Gamaliel convinced them not to execute the disciples and
instead they were flogged (not a pleasant experience) with
the expectation that the next time could yield different
results. Did they stop? No!! In fact they went away
rejoicing and went right back to the temple teaching. So it is
now the only thing they have to fear is “Nothing”.
It is hard to be scared TO death when you aren’t scared OF
death, Paul recounts this in (Philippians 1:20-24) I eagerly
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will
have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the
body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I
choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is
more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Paul saw
his life as service to Christ but he had lived in that service

long enough to know that at any time that service could end
his life but he was ready even for that.
The question for every Christian to ask themselves is, “Is my
service to Christ worth losing my life over?” While it is true
that not many American citizens will be faced with that
dilemma, even in America there will be challenges to your
faith and those confrontations could jeopardize other
aspects of your life.

- Joe Davey
Board of Stewardship

Adult Game Night

50/50 Sale

We are planning to have a 50/50 Sale again this
year. So while you are doing your Spring Cleaning
think about selling some of those items that you
haven't used in the last year or two ( or more ) at
the sale. The sale will be held in July this year due
to scheduling issues in June. More information
will be coming in the May Triune.

Saturday, April 21st at 7:00PM all adults are invited to
come to Trinity for a game night. We will have cards
for Euchre and invite you to bring your favorite
game. Those who attended the New Year's Eve
celebration had such a good time that we thought it
would be fun to have a night for just the "grown-ups".

We invite everyone to bring a snack to share, and
your favorite non-alcoholic beverage. Come and enjoy
an evening of games and fellowship.

Manage
your giving online

Trinity Youth Group

is holding
an ongoing can and bottle fundraiser. Your empty
cans and bottles are very much appreciated. You
may bring them to church and place them in the
wooden bin at the west side driveway to the
church. We thank you for your support in helping
our youth grow in their faith through fellowship
and fun.

Trinity Lutheran Church is excited to announce
that you can now manage your giving online!
Giving online is easy and allows you to set up
automatic recurring contributions and view your
complete online giving history from anywhere
you have access to the Internet. Simply follow
these easy steps:
1)
Visit the church website at
[www.tlcspencerport.com].
2)
Click on the [DONATE HERE] button.
3)
Click on the Create Profile button.
4)
Follow the onscreen instructions to create
an online profile and to schedule your
recurring contributions.
5)
Have Questions?? Contact Chris Reigle for
the answers

Trinity Lutheran Church

Council Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2018
Members present: Cathy DeConinck, Marilyn McMullen, Kim Rivers, Chris Reigle, Lisa Castricone, Pastor Matt
and Arda Davey.
Meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Matt 7:00 PM
Minutes: Approved.
Treasurer Report: C. Reigle
Budget
Actually Spent
Diff (Budg. vs Act)
Amount Collected
Difference
Jan. $17,338.67
$16,834.03
$504.64
$14,138.12
($2,695.91)
Ytd. $17,338.67
$16,834.03
$504.64
$14,138.12
($2,695.91)
Approved
Financial Report: L. Castricone
January & February match: Approved

Bd. Of Christian Outreach: K Rivers
Easter egg hunt Saturday March 24.
Euchre night changed April 21.
March 25 Pastor prayer walk around church.
Bd. of Education: C. DeConinck
None
Elders Report: W Rutter
Lenten Round Robin services are going well.
Went over Holy Week schedule and plans.
Prayer Walk been suggested and need to study location.
Pastor going to Green Bay for Bethany’s sister’s baby baptism on April 22 and will preach.
Sue Oswald, Marilynn McMullen and Alicia Diedreck are handling church office while Phyllis is on leave.
Stewardship: M Frey
Went over details of electronic giving, 2 already signed up. Details on website and on bulletin board.
Mission sheets done before voters meeting.
No mission speaker until April.
Trustees: B Ketelhut
Fire inspection went OK. Need 2 more fire alarms.
Boiler inspection needs to be done once a year. Scheduled for Wednesday, 3/14.
Pastor: M Canaday
Holy week:
Maundy Thursday stripping altar.
Good Friday – Life of Christ.
Easter – breakfast at 9:30
Visited Aurora House.
Sue Oswald will work part time in office tentative till September.
President:

Nomination needed for election: 2 for Board of Education, ? Elders.
Voter’s Meeting April 29th – Pot Luck.
August “Fill A Pew Feed A Few” project. Need suggested list for summer. Families no school needs.
Old Business:
Boy Scouts cleared out shed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM with Lord’s Prayer.

SERVING SCHEDULE APRIL 2018
Please check your dates carefully and arrange for a substitute if you cannot serve when scheduled.
APRIL 1
EASTER
SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:30AM
Communion
Worship Service
9:30 Breakfast
ACOLYTES
8:15AM
10:30AM
USHERS
8:15AM

USHERS
10:30AM
LECTORS
8:15AM
10:30AM
ELDERS
8:15AM
10:30AM
COUNTERS

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
10:30 Service
ALTAR GUILD
GREETERS
8:15AM

10:30AM

FELLOWSHIP
HOUR

APRIL 8
8:15 & 10:30AM
Worship Service

APRIL 15
8:15 & 10:30AM
Communion
Worship Service

APRIL 22
8:15AM Worship
Service
10:30AM Praise
Service

APRIL 29
8:15 & 10:30AM
Worship Service

Ali Reigle
Meghan Shepanski
Emily Sylvester

Ethan Rivers

Alex Ingham

Laura Reigle
Ryan Nordstom

Alex Ingham

Mitch Frey
Nick Frey
Chris Reigle

John Gentzke
Tim McMullen
Brian Miller

Mitch Frey
Nick Frey
Chris Reigle

Mitch Frey
Nick Frey
Chris Reigle

Mitch Frey
Nick Frey
Chris Reigle

Chris Reigle
Kim Thousand

John Gentzke
Tim McMullen
Brian Miller

Mitch Frey
Nick Frey
Chris Reigle

Joe Davey
Kelsey Wilson

Chrissy
Hammond
Kim Thousand

Dave Clement
Phil Blank

Sally Steele
Sigrun Miller

Bev Lillie
Tim Bruton

Cathy DeConinck
Kim Rivers

Jay Diedreck
Mitch Frey

Miller Family

John Gentzke
Tim McMullen
Brian Miller

Bev Lillie
Eileen Bruton

John Gentzke
Tim McMullen
Brian Miller

John Gentzke
Tim McMullen
Brian Miller

Tim McMullen
Craig Coon

Tim McMullen
Cathy DeConinck

Tim Bruton
Ruth Hagmier

Cathy DeConinck

Ariana Zimmer

Marilyn McMullen
Shawn Nordstrom

Cindy Ingham
Alex Ingham

Craig Coon

Bob DeVantier

Dave & Doris
Clement

Craig Coon

HAPPY EASTER!

Marilynn Cubitt
Helene Gustafson

Ellie Graupman

Chris & Betsey
Reigle
Ann Funk

Jackie Christenson & Sandy Hoover
Bill & Cathy Craw

Ron & Bev Lillie

Ellen Baker

Carole Newsome
Ruth Hagmier
Carole Newsome
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