Love
The farmer by the side of the road is frustrated with his mule. Neither pushing nor pulling seems to
make the animal move off the spot that it appears to be cemented to. A person passing by, observes
the farmer’s predicament and stops to assess the situation. The person then comments that the
farmer is “Doing This All Wrong”, where by the farmer asks “What Is, The Right Way?” and the person responds
“You Need To Use Love” and the farmer says “Let’s See How That Works”. At that point the person strolls over
to their vehicle grabs a large piece of 2x4, walks over to the mule and swats the animal across the forehead, the
farmer is aghast and shouts “I Thought You Were Using Love”, the person responds “Yes, But First You Have To
Get Their Attention”.
Jesus was rambling around Israel for some 3 to 3 ½ years during which time He managed to accumulate 12
disciples and many hundreds of groupies. They observed such things as Water to Wine, Demon Exorcism,
Leprosy Cured, Paralysis Cured, Sight to the Blind, Hearing to the Deaf, Food for Many, Abundant Catches,
Quelled Storms, Water Walking and even Restoration of Life. It was a great time, one that The Disciples didn’t
really want to end but then Jesus told them He was going to have to die. Peter said nonsense, we won’t let that
ever happen. Jesus wasn’t happy with that response and said, “Pete you don’t understand my mission” but
none of the others really understood what Jesus was about at that point either, they just weren’t as vocal as
Peter.
In the midst of what should have been a festive occasion, soldiers come and drag Jesus away. A few of the
disciples were concerned enough to find out what was happening. When they found out what was about to
happen, they were frightened to death, seeing themselves as next in line for the same treatment. After all the
roads of Israel were littered with men crucified who tried similar activities and failed.
When the curious disciples heard the crowds yell, “Crucify Him” they decided to “Exit Stage Right” and
consequently only John was left to “Hold The Fort” and watch the man who he had loved and idolized for those
many years suffer and die in a most excruciating way. Then to watch as they hauled Jesus’s dead body down
from that cross, put Him in a sepulcher and roll a stone over the opening. Is it the end of a magnificent ministry?
This is where “The 2x4 Comes Up Side Of The Head”, while the disciples were “Hiding Out” trying to figure out a
strategy for dealing with their alleged relationship to Jesus, the ladies were preparing to embalm His body and
suddenly He’s no longer dead. Go figure! When the ladies bring the news back it’s received with much
skepticism and even doubt as to the veracity of their disclosure but John and Peter decided to verify the ladies
report, once at the tomb they discovered that the body was in fact absent but didn’t understand the meaning of
that.
Has Jesus got their attention yet? Probably not, but when Cloepas and his sidekick returned excitedly relaying
their experience on the road and how it had to be Jesus, confirming what the ladies had already said and what
John and Peter had seen, they were all expectant of something extraordinary. They weren’t going to be
disappointed! Seemingly in midsentence of these discussions, “There He Is”, Jesus appears to them, querying
them as to why they were so distraught. As if to say, “Hey guys, had you been paying attention you would have
seen all this coming down the road a long time ago”, more than that He showed them His wounds (no one could
have those wounds and still be alive) and offered them “The Holy Spirit”, reminding them that this is the
precursor to what will happen at Pentecost.
Now comes the application of “Love”! For the next 40 days the disciples receive a “Crash Course” on “The
Kingdom Of God” and “The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit”. I suspect that the disciples learned more about Jesus’s

mission in those 40 days than they had in the previous 3+ years and finally understood how they could
acknowledge the love that Jesus had lavished on them and disperse that love to as many others as possible.
The disciples had been raised in a culture where bulls, goats, sheep and birds lost their lives in an effort to cover
the sins of the population and to please God. Jesus said, “that was never true” and that what really pleased God
was your sacrifice of Feeding, Clothing, Welcoming, Healing, Encouraging, Repentance, Evangelism and Praise.
The disciples took Jesus’s message to heart and lived the rest of their lives in accordance to His directive.
The disciples wrote about this as well and John writes in 1 John 3:18 that we should not only love in word but
also in deeds and in truth. Paul writes to Titus and his church in Titus 2:11-14 that because of Jesus’s sacrifice
we should renounce Ungodliness, Worldly Passions, Capriciousness and Shamefulness but rather while waiting
for the Blessed Hope of Jesus be Zealous for Good Works. He also wrote to Titus in chapter 3 that those who
believe in God should devote themselves to Good Works because it is excellent and profitable. Hebrews offers
similar information in 13:16 the writer suggests that Good Works and Sharing What You Have is a Pleasing
Sacrifice in God’s Eyes and in 6:10 the writer indicates that your Good Works and Service in God’s name to the
Saints will not be overlooked.
Phew, here we are coming to the end of this. What have we learned? Well, even though as humans we are
incompatible with God, He loves us so much that He was willing to make the Ultimate Sacrifice to bring us into a
right relationship with Him. So, how much should we love God? That is a question you only can answer. Joshua
answered the question this way, “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put
away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in
your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the
region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” As Christians, we can serve God right on this planet just as Joshua did and reap some of the
Blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven without waiting for them but it’s entirely possible that you will have to
make significant sacrifices in that service but hey, “Who loves you unconditionally so much He was willing to die
for you?” Wouldn’t you want to sacrifice your life in service to Him even knowing that it won’t generate any
kudos in your account.

