Happy, Happy, Happy
In Acts 17:16-33 Paul has come to Athens, he is distressed by the abundance of idols through out the
city and he does what he did in every other city he had been to. He “Reasoned” with them! However,
in Athens he encountered certain Greek Philosophers namely the Epicureans and the Stoics. They
weren’t impressed with Paul’s Reasoning and in fact referred to him as “A Babbler”, but eventually they came
around and decided to listen to him, since listening and speaking of something new was their prime diversion.
The Epicurean philosophy is, “Eat, Drink and Be Merry” and as a result they believed that there was no real
purpose in life except to satisfy their personal cravings, whatever that might be. Because they consider
themselves nothing more than a blob of molecules and cells, a level of hopelessness pervades their lives.
Macbeth summed it up in this statement, “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, Creeps in this petty pace
from day to day To the last syllable of recorded time, And all our yesterdays have lighted fools The way to dusty
death. Out, out, brief candle! Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player That struts and frets his hour upon the
stage And then is heard no more: it is a tale Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, Signifying nothing.” If
you’re not into Shakespeare perhaps the poetry of Swinburne, in “The Garden of Prosperpine” would be better,
“From too much love of living, From hope and fear set free, We thank with brief thanksgiving Whatever gods may
be That no life lives for ever; That dead men rise up never; That even the weariest river Winds somewhere safe to
sea.” If you’re into something a little more modern, perhaps Deadpool Society is more to your liking. Robin
Williams as he shows the pictures lining the hallway and says, “Boys they were once as you are now and you will
be as them, you will eventually simply be a photograph on the wall that’s all”. While all this seems a bit
desperate, the Epicurean Philosophy though perhaps modernized for today’s consumption is alive and well in
the 21st century and by listening to many of the scholarly scientists you will hear the same dialogue.
Stoics are the self-made people, the fatalistic approach of “What Will Be Will Be”, don’t cry just get through it,
and keep a stiff upper lip. William Henley summed it up in “Invictus”, “Out of the night that covers me, Black

as the Pit from pole to pole, I thank whatever gods may be For my unconquerable soul. In the fell clutch
of circumstance I have not winced nor cried aloud. Under the bludgeonings of chance My head is
bloody, but unbowed. Beyond this place of wrath and tears Looms but the Horror of the shade, And yet
the menace of the years Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. It matters not how strait the gate, How
charged with punishments the scroll, I am the master of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.” This is a
world view where Humanity is in control but life is pointless and the lyrics of Billie Eilish engulf the brain and
drown the soul.
You probably know someone or ones whose world view is very much a representation of one of these
philosophies or perhaps they have selected pieces from both and hybridized a philosophy for their world view.
We try to convince ourselves that humanity has changed over the years but a thoughtful search of the history
books reveals that any perceived change is superficial and the only real change is in our technology which
provides alternate methods to interact with those that we are in the company of.
Athenians would have had a level of arrogance as a result of their architecturally magnificent city and their
intellectually advance culture, but morally and spiritually they were decadent, confused and deceived. Pretty
much like today’s population. Looking for insight to life but in all the wrong places.
This is where Paul came in, while their intellectual prowess lead them to designate him a “Babbler” their
compulsion to hear and recount “New Things” conquered their pride and drove them to listen to his dialogue.
It’s obvious that none of them were confident in their world view, other wise they couldn’t have been so easily
distracted by every “New Thing” that came along.
Paul is the “Gracious Apologist”. Whether in the Courts, the Synagogues, the Streets and even the Areopagus, he
speaks with humility and uncondemning. Jesus addressed a crowd precisely like the one Paul encountered and

they were there for “New Things”, not to learn but to be feed or healed and they declared, “These are Strange
Things”. He relayed to them the secret to happiness. Did they understand, do we understand today?
Makarios is the Greek word frequently translated as “Blessed”, although it also means happy, fortunate, or
blissful. So, how can poverty make you “Happy”? Spiritual poverty will make you realize that you need “Help”,
you can’t make God like you, that causes you to assess what makes you “Poor” which causes you to grieve.
Grief leads to “Repentance” but the assessment of your nature provides a better understanding of the
magnitude of your shamefulness, which generates a more considerable reliance on God and precipitates
humility and gentility. As meekness takes over, you realize you’re infinitesimal and inadequate before God. At
this point you become aware that if you’re to have any relationship with God you must “Seek After
Righteousness”, which turns out to be a “Life Long Quest”. We’re not there yet though because Jesus says,
“You’re Going To Get This Righteousness”. While this righteousness doesn’t arrive as one big assemblage, as
you begin receiving it “Fruit” is manifested. The fruit of mercy, a pure heart, and being a peacemaker. Living
your life this way will cause “Happiness” but others will take notice of you and perhaps even persecute you,
maybe misjudge, maybe insult, and although not in this country even murder you but the “Happiness” of serving
the Lord never goes away.
This sounds familiar, doesn’t it? After Matthew 5:3-12, Jesus poses a “Challenge” in 13-16, He points out that
each of us are designed to be a seasoning but if that seasoning tastes bad or doesn’t exist, it has no value and
will be thrown away. Likewise, He says that you are a beacon, like a lighthouse guiding ships away from difficult
areas or providing direction to hospitable locations.
At this point we need to answer a couple of questions. How do we know what that seasoning “Tastes” like?
(Answer) If we have followed the path outlined by Jesus in Matthew 5:3-12 and continue to “Pray” and “Study
The Word”, we will “Taste” like Christians. How will we know our light is working? (Answer) The same as
answer number one, but also avoid worldly ways and promote Jesus where ever you go.
In the beginning I pointed out two different worldly philosophies that Paul encountered in his trip to Athens,
these aren’t the only ones out there, but they are alive and well in the 21st century, and they worship as many
gods as did the Athenians. We need to be the “Gracious Apologist”, speaking with Humility and without
Condemnation but Firmly and with Conviction in order to be that beacon Jesus described.
In closing, remember none of this will be easy, it wasn’t easy for Jesus, it wasn’t easy for any of the Disciples, it
wasn’t easy for Paul and it hasn’t been easy for any other of our predecessors from 1st century to 21st century
but they would all testify that it was well worth it.

