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Back in January of 2014 I wrote a piece about the television series “The Walking Dead”, well it appears
that the topic is still a popular one and is into its eleventh season. I won’t dwell on the program,
suffice to say that this is an imaginary event and might better be disregarded as a potential
entertainment prospect. An interesting piece from the program description was that initially it was assumed
that physical contact with a “Walker” was necessary for people to become one of “Them” but later it was
revealed that all living carried a “Pathogen” that could turn them into that state. I’m not sure if the not so
fantasy humans in today’s culture could see that “Pathogen” as “Sin” and realize that while there isn’t a cure for
the “Walkers”, there is a cure for the “Sinner”.
Ezekiel was a prophet, he started his career at the return of the Israelites from the exile and at this time God
would show him what He was going to do with that nation. You may have heard this story so I will only
summarize it. God sets Ezekiel in a valley filled with what Ezekiel describes as “Very Dry Bones” and requests
that he “Prophesy” to them. His compliance resulted in the bones reassembling themselves and acquiring flesh
such that they appeared to be real humans but still dead. Then God told Ezekiel to “Prophesy” to “The Breath”
and with his obedience, those who had been formerly dead were brought back to life and Ezekiel described it as
“A Vast Army”. God then explains to Ezekiel that what he is seeing is the “Nation Israel” and God is about to
bring them back into the real-estate that He had earlier promised them
Jeremiah was at the other end of this event and reported in Lamentations the tragedy that was the beginning of
the exile. His was a sad tale of debauchery and degradation, if you chose to read Lamentations you will
understand the depths of depravity that humans (even you and I) can go to when under the stress of starvation
and thirst.
It is true that the Israelites that returned from Babylon were not the ones that experienced the Babylonian siege
which reduced the Israelites to such a degenerate level. Perhaps they didn’t want to discuss that time in their
lives with their offspring and as a result the following generations wouldn’t benefit from their experiences.
The offspring weren’t however, any better than their parents and while God promised in Ezekiel 37:24-28 “My
servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be
careful to keep my decrees. They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors
lived. They and their children and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my servant will be
their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish
them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be
with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the Lord make Israel
holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.” He was realistic enough to remind Jerimiah in Jeremiah 7:2326 “This command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people. And walk in
all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.’ But they did not obey or incline their ear, but
walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not
forward. From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent all my
servants the prophets to them, day after day. Yet they did not listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their
neck. They did worse than their fathers.”
Are we learning anything here? First and foremost, that God is a patient God! Second though is that His
patience can run out! Jeremiah’s message from God was one of frustration over the sinful and unrepentant
nature of the Israelites and about that time of the “Babylonian Captivity”. His “Grace & Mercy” went with them
all the way to Babylon but it didn’t change the level of His displeasure with their impertinence and irreverence.

The Biblical Record indicates that not all of those transported to Babylon were of the afore mentioned nature
and as disciples of God they stood out. While the record doesn’t itemize each and every one of them the ones
that are mentioned were conspicuous enough to find themselves in trouble from time to time. From the first
century until today the disciples of Christ have found themselves in some level of trouble with the culture they
lived in, sometimes “Life Threatening”
The culture we live in today would like to make us think that we have freedoms which allow us to believe what
we wish but slowly, inexorably those freedoms are being worn away and some time in the future we might have
to say adieu (Auf Wiedersehen) to them. The future may not destine us to “The Lion’s Den” or “The Fiery
Furnace” but what ever the future holds in store, it will be a test of our faith in and commitment to “Our Lord &
Savior”.
We live in a culture today that could easily be characterized as that of ancient Israel (Irreverent, Hard Hearted,
Stiff Necked) but I’m sure that just as God said to Ezekiel about the “Dry Bones”, “I will put my Spirit in you and
you will live. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it”. God’s promises today are just
as true and certain. The “Free Will” that God gave Adam & Eve is what has brought us to where we are today, to
resuscitate those “Dry Bones” you need to use your “Free Will” to listen to that “Spirit” God has placed in you
and follow His direction so that you can become as Paul wrote, “if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation”
and the “Dry Bones” are revived, but Jesus said to be successful you need to find that “Narrow Gate” and
according to Him it isn’t that easy to find and only a few will find it. Both Jesus and Paul said that it was well
worth “Striving” to find it.
The “Gospel” then is, “God has provided a sacrifice (Jesus Christ), and He has put His Spirit into your heart”. To
bring the “Breath” back into your “Dry Bones”, you must act as if this “Sacrifice” means something “Here and
Now” not some time in the future, but then you must “Listen To” and “Believe the Spirit” as He “Instructs and
Convicts” you in discovering that “Narrow Door” and following that “Straight Path”. The goal is “A Heart and
Mind Full of Jesus’s Love For God and For Others” as imperfect as that may be. All this together makes you
“Welcome” in God’s Kingdom.

