Spiritual Warfare
William Sherman was quoted as saying, “It is only those who have neither fired a shot nor heard the
shrieks and groans of the wounded who cry aloud for blood, more vengeance, more desolation. War is
hell.” One would assume that because he led soldiers in the bloodiest war and one fought on
American soil that he would know of what he spoke. Yet today we are no more “Civilized” than those of the
“Civil War” and while the technology of war has advanced the cruelty, shrieks, groans, vengeance and desolation
still do not subside. What causes man’s inhumanity to man?
There is another war, declared by God in the Garden, one that is still going on and will continue to go on until
Jesus’s return. That war is between God and Satan with humanity being the quarry. We get a glimpse of this
conflict in (Daniel 10:5-21) where Daniel is confronted by an angel who announces the response to Daniel’s
prayer and explains why it took so long. Paul reminds us of this war in Ephesians 6:12, “For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” But more than that Joshua 24:14-15 reminds us that in
this war you must “Pick A Side”, “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if serving
the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” And because there are thousands of other gods you might be
serving if you’re not actively serving God, how will Satan know which side you’re on? Once Satan learns that you
are in service to God, he will be on your case and you best equip yourself with “God’s Armor” (Ephesians 6:1417). Saying you’re on God’s side “Doesn’t Cut It”, both Satan and The World judge by your “Fruit”, Satan says,
“No fruit no threat” and if you’re no threat to Satan you won’t be one of God’s warriors.
Not being able to see the enemy does make you think twice about engaging in a war but if you are truly a saved
soul of the Lord Jesus then you must be accustomed to believing in the invisible and the power that they have
over you and your life. If that is true then you must understand as Job did that life is not all “Peaches & Cream”.
He confronted God, believing that He was the perpetrator of all the “Bad” that had befallen him but he never
lost the devotion that he had for God and the understanding that God is sovereign.
When “The Colonists” tired of the British Oppression they finally mounted a resistance and the first American
Demonstration materialized in the Boston Harbor. The British weren’t enthusiastic about the concept of losing
the great monetary beneficence from the colonies. So, discipline erupted into war and the rest is history. The
colonists were convinced that freedom was paramount in there lives and they were prepared to die for that
freedom. Die they did, approximately 6,800 as a result of the war and 17,000 from disease and British
imprisonment. That turns out to be around 9.5% of the American population at that time. The result of those
deaths was that those remaining alive were free from the oppression of any other nation.
Freedom is a fragile commodity and the war fought from April 1775 to October 1781 was not the last conflict to
ensure the freedom of this country. This kind of war however, only ensures our “Worldly” freedom, Jesus on
the other hand has conquered “Sin”, “Death” & “The Devil” even though the cost of His campaign was
inestimable. Yet just as the fight for American freedom is an ongoing struggle against the forces outside and
inside this country, so too Satan and his Minions still occupy the territory we call Earth and impact every life on
it.
Will you enlist in God’s Army? There will be a cost!! Jesus pointed out even before His death that as a “Jesus
Follower” you would be hated, but unlike the Patriot’s your freedom will be eternal and you can’t lose when you
fight alongside Jesus.

Jesus’s victory or “Salvation By Grace” is primarily a freedom extended to us in Eternity but if you want that
same freedom here on Earth you will need to fight for it. Jesus reminded us in Luke 9:23 to be one of His
followers that we needed to take up our Cross daily and living your life for Jesus will save it “Eternally”. Besides
Jesus also said that He would be proud of you for speaking “His Words”.
Satan does exist, but if you are like the child who covers their head with the blanket thinking that will make the
“World Go Away”, you will be as mistaken as the Atheist who denies God, denial doesn’t change reality. The
interesting aspect about denial is that those denied have more freedom in your life since you chose not to
monitor their activities because you consider them non-existent. By denying them our world becomes more
confusing, frustrating and distressing. All the promises that God made to us seem so distant. Jesus told us that
Satan has power over our lives (if we let him) and if we “Study” the Bible, we find him there from Genesis all the
way to Revelation, having an effect on real people in a real way. Remember however, accepting Satan’s
presence and getting entangled with him and his minions are two different things and entanglement should
unquestionably be avoided.
Throughout His ministry Jesus was in conflict with “The World” and He warned that no one could serve both
“The World” and God, if you try neither side will be satisfied with your performance and you will become
frustrated, disappointed and perhaps even backslidden. It’s interesting that the dictionary defines “Apostate” as
a “Traitor”, pretty harsh words. Worldly traitors are executed for their activities, are apostates executed
“Eternally”? Can you return from your traitorous activities and receive pardon? Perhaps
In Romans 7:15-20, Paul describes the battle going on right inside of him, while he speaks with some anguish
and the verbiage might even make you think that he is defeated, that isn’t true. He recognizes it as a “Spiritual
Battle” between him and the Satan induced “Sin Nature” residing inside of him. In Romans 8:5-18, Paul lays out
an indictment of those who live by the flesh but quickly moves to compliment the Romans in their “Spiritual
Living”. He then reminds them they have an “Obligation” to continue living by the Spirit since that is the only
way to please God. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-30, Paul describes the battle as a contest but in either situation, you
must prepare and train diligently to win the “Prize” which in this case is eternal. Paul told the Philippians in
3:12-14 that even though he hadn’t achieved “Excellence” it didn’t stop him from proceeding towards that goal
with great urgency.
The war has been won, sins have been paid for, salvation is offered to those who wish to accept it but 1 Peter
5:8 reminds us that Satan is still on the prowl and the war is inside you and here on Earth. There should be no
alarm since all who seek protection will receive it and all who arm themselves and fight back will not be
devoured.

